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MEMORANDUM OF MEETING 

Participants: Governor 

Mr . Unger 
Mr . Read 
Mr . McNaughton 
Mr . Cooper 


Governor Harriman raised the question of continuing 
the bombing pause after Tet. He felt that if we could 
provide Hanoi advance notice of this and indicate that we 
would watch very carefully their behavior during the 
bombing cessation, that we might then have an opportunity 
for meaningful talks. At a very minimum it was agreed 
that the bombing pause should last for the full seven days 
of Tet. If the President did not wish a bombing cessation 
thereafter, we might keep our bombing program concentrated 
on the supply routes in the southern part of North Vietnam. 

There was some discussion about the need for an urgent 
decision by the Administration since it would take at least 
a few days to get any advance word to Hanoi of our intent to 
continue the pause. Hanoi for its part would need a few days 
at least to work out any correspdnding or reciprocal action. 
Tuesday, February 7th would probably be the last possible day 
for such a decision. Hopefully it could be done sooner. 

Mr. Unger pointed out the necessity to provide an 
answer to Hanoi by way of Cairo or Moscow to the fairly 
definite hint that the North Vietnamese would engage in talks 
if there were a stop to our bombing. Prior to such an answer, 
of course, a key policy decision must be made here in Wash- 
ington on this issue. 
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A bombing pause could be accompanied by a very brief 
exchange with Hanoi resulting at the end of Tet in a joint 
announcement of continued cessation of bombing and de- 
escalation on the part of the North Vietnamese. The Group 
felt that this was much too optimistic an assessment in- 
volved. On the other hand, as Governor Harriman pointed 
out, we certainly wouldn't want to get involved in the kind 
of extended talks that accompanied the Korean settlement. 

The point was raised about our Own military actions 
during the Tet period. We should avoid if at all possible 
such moves as large-scale U.S. reinforcements during this 
period. 

It was noted that the statement made by the Soviet 
Ambassador to London to the effect that the Russians were 
interested in appeaceful settlement was the first public 
expression of such a stand by the Russians and it was re- 
garded as significant. 

Governor Harriman stated he intends to recommend that 
a proposition should be submitted for the President's con- 
sideration. Such a proposition would be along the following 
lines : 


1. We should announce to Hanoi as soon as 
possible that 

a) we are stopping bombing during Tet and 
we do not propose to resume after the 
fourth day; and 

bD) we are ready for immediate talks with 
Hanoi and while we are engaged in dis- 
cussions we will be watching Hanoi's 
military actions particularly with 
respect to infiltration and supply by 
land and sea. 




